1

00:00:14,759 --> 00:00:18,359

WITH FINANCIAL SUPPORT

2

00:00:23,359 --> 00:00:26,800

According to a legend 

from the 13th century, 

3

00:00:26,960 --> 00:00:30,239

in the west of Ukraine 

on the rock of Pońćayevo,

4

00:00:30,359 --> 00:00:34,000

the Holy Mother of God appeared 

to desolate monks and shepherds.

5

00:00:34,119 --> 00:00:37,719

She left the place

of revelation the imprint of her footprint,

6

00:00:37,840 --> 00:00:41,280

and spring of healing

water began to sprout from that place.

7

00:00:41,399 --> 00:00:44,719

also because of the story 

of st. Jova (1551-1651)

8

00:00:44,840 --> 00:00:48,719

to whom they attributed the healing powers 

and the icon of the Holy Mother of God,

9

00:00:48,840 --> 00:00:52,039

which has legendary 

miraculous power.

10

00:00:52,159 --> 00:00:58,200

Since then on this very place the Pońćayevo 

monastery stands and is run by Orthodox monks.

11

00:01:07,079 --> 00:01:12,040

in co-production with

12

00:01:13,040 --> 00:01:18,000

intoducing documentary

13

00:01:24,239 --> 00:01:29,439

THE CALLING

14

00:01:52,920 --> 00:01:56,519

When you become a monk,

you have to take three vows.

15

00:01:56,680 --> 00:02:03,560

The first vow is obedience.

The second one is poverty and the third one celibacy.

16

00:02:04,640 --> 00:02:15,039

He willingly gives up everything

earthly joy, property and family.

17

00:02:16,400 --> 00:02:19,840

And that is how

one acquires God.

18

00:03:48,400 --> 00:03:51,599

While I was living at home,

I never thought about the monastery.

19

00:03:52,719 --> 00:03:56,319

And when others talked

about it, about the faith,

20

00:03:56,520 --> 00:03:57,800

I actually laughed at that idea.

21

00:03:59,000 --> 00:04:00,319

At first I 

wasn‚Äôt thinking about it.

22

00:04:53,360 --> 00:04:55,560

As many other young people,

23

00:04:55,839 --> 00:04:58,560

we were searching

for new directions, new things.

24

00:04:58,839 --> 00:05:00,040

We were unconventional.

25

00:05:00,240 --> 00:05:01,839

Rap, Drum & Bass

we listened to.

26

00:05:02,040 --> 00:05:03,800

We enjoyed extremes,

27

00:05:04,000 --> 00:05:06,199

we were interested in parkour,

skateboards,

28

00:05:06,399 --> 00:05:08,439

I enjoyed

snowboarding a lot.

29

00:05:46,519 --> 00:05:50,439

When I started smoking,

I thought it was normal.

30

00:05:50,720 --> 00:05:53,959

I understood that marijuana

and similar things are drugs.

31

00:05:54,160 --> 00:06:00,079

But when I tried it myself, I said to myself,

it's not really drugs, it's great.

32

00:06:00,399 --> 00:06:02,680

But I didn't try other drugs.

33

00:06:32,720 --> 00:06:36,879

We grew up like all other children

in the Soviet Union.

34

00:06:37,160 --> 00:06:39,959

I can say, I am really

grateful to my parents,

35

00:06:40,079 --> 00:06:44,439

who showed me

example of a good family

36

00:06:44,680 --> 00:06:48,000

and lot of love.

There were peace and understanding,

37

00:06:48,120 --> 00:06:52,759

we had great relationships

between parents and children.

38

00:06:53,519 --> 00:07:00,079

With no faith all around us,

we were still baptized in orthodoxy.

39

00:07:00,560 --> 00:07:04,160

What parents have instilled

into our souls,

40

00:07:04,480 --> 00:07:08,279

was a good base for,

when we stepped into the church

41

00:07:08,480 --> 00:07:11,160

we felt

like we were at home.

42

00:08:21,279 --> 00:08:26,920

I can say that a divine miracle 

and a divine call also entered my life

43

00:08:27,240 --> 00:08:30,639

It's not that important

how it exactly happened,

44

00:08:30,839 --> 00:08:33,960

but if there is no divine call,

you can‚Äôt become a monk.

45

00:08:34,159 --> 00:08:38,720

One can stay in the monastery for some time

but in the end, he returns to live his ordinary life.

46

00:10:27,879 --> 00:10:32,200

I lived like all other people,

I was thinking only about material things,

47

00:10:32,720 --> 00:10:38,559

about pleasure, about the joy

and I tried to get them by any means.

48

00:10:39,480 --> 00:10:43,679

I went abroad, buying,

selling, trading.

49

00:10:44,080 --> 00:10:51,200

We all had buy and sell 

type of business in those days.

50

00:10:53,039 --> 00:11:00,720

It was the right time,

when the Soviet Union fell apart.

51

00:11:00,919 --> 00:11:08,799

Thanks to wild capitalism

we all got rich and I was very successful.

52

00:11:48,600 --> 00:11:51,320

Misfortune brings you to faith.

53

00:11:51,519 --> 00:11:59,120

When I was flying a lot, lived full throttle

and wanted a lot for my little self

54

00:11:59,960 --> 00:12:02,279

Lord taught me a lesson.

55

00:12:02,600 --> 00:12:08,759

There is also a Psalm about it:The Lord has heard me

and got rid of all my worries.

56

00:12:39,679 --> 00:12:41,519

God, give us a good day.

57

00:12:42,000 --> 00:12:43,840

Well, smarties.

58

00:12:49,960 --> 00:12:51,799

May God protect you.

59

00:12:52,480 --> 00:12:53,679

You sang well.

60

00:12:54,000 --> 00:12:56,919

- Will you come to visit me afterwards?

- I will.

61

00:14:17,000 --> 00:14:23,639

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,

have mercy on me, a sinner.

62

00:14:47,080 --> 00:14:49,279

here were times, people went

to the monasteries

63

00:14:49,480 --> 00:14:53,320

to depart and break the ties

from the outside world.

64

00:14:56,200 --> 00:15:07,519

But too much isolation is not righ,

you can't leave everything behind just like that.

65

00:15:09,120 --> 00:15:11,919

And what about other brothers, 

do you get on well?

66

00:15:12,120 --> 00:15:15,440

Yes, of course,

they are more relaxed during the festive days.

67

00:15:15,679 --> 00:15:16,720

Who? What?

68

00:15:16,879 --> 00:15:23,799

Our brother Val√©r had a new "revelation"

69

00:15:24,000 --> 00:15:29,399

they confiscated today

four sectarian books from him.

70

00:15:31,600 --> 00:15:37,399

Yesterday he was running around, declaring 

he no longer needs a confession.

71

00:15:37,600 --> 00:15:41,039

I was saying already, by Christmas

we might send him away.

72

00:17:20,079 --> 00:17:24,680

Way back then,

I wanted a wife

73

00:17:24,920 --> 00:17:28,960

children, I wanted to set up a business,

do a job in the specialisation I earned at school.

74

00:17:29,200 --> 00:17:32,799

But I was not a believer,

even though my mom was one.

75

00:17:33,920 --> 00:17:37,599

After some time problems started

with friends, with girlfriend,

76

00:17:37,799 --> 00:17:40,400

and also national

crisis in Ukraine.

77

00:17:40,599 --> 00:17:45,319

I was making mistakes at work,

everything started falling apart.

78

00:17:45,519 --> 00:17:49,759

I didn't want to live anymore.

My mental state was terrible.

79

00:18:02,359 --> 00:18:05,640

My own sister then

brought me to Pocayev.

80

00:18:06,160 --> 00:18:11,279

All my life I felt like

a bee in the hive, it was hard for me to live.

81

00:18:49,599 --> 00:18:51,279

Have mercy on me, God,

have mercy.

82

00:18:51,559 --> 00:18:54,359

Now I have come as a sinner

and overburdened to you Lord,

83

00:18:54,480 --> 00:18:56,440

to my God, but I must not

look up to the heaven

84

00:18:56,640 --> 00:18:58,319

and only asking you with these words:

85

00:18:58,440 --> 00:19:01,079

Give me Lord wisdom,

so that I can full heartedly recant my deeds.

86

00:19:01,200 --> 00:19:03,160

Have mercy on me God!

Have fun!

87

00:19:03,279 --> 00:19:04,559

O who is me, a sinner.

88

00:19:04,680 --> 00:19:07,599

I fell deeper than other people,

there is no repentance in me

89

00:19:07,720 --> 00:19:10,119

give me Lord tears,

to cry over my wicked deeds.

90

00:20:43,799 --> 00:20:47,839

Time flies, I remember arriving here

all alone. It's like yesterday.

91

00:20:47,960 --> 00:20:51,640

It's been almost 20 years.

92

00:20:53,599 --> 00:20:55,839

What day

did you come here?

93

00:20:56,200 --> 00:20:57,559

In summer, in August,

94

00:20:57,759 --> 00:21:04,160

on the Celebration of the Mother of God.

95

00:21:04,319 --> 00:21:06,759

I did not know,

that there were celebrations.

96

00:21:06,920 --> 00:21:09,200

The Lord brought me here.

97

00:21:09,400 --> 00:21:12,359

They didn't want to take me in,

they said I was too old to be a monk.

98

00:21:12,480 --> 00:21:13,839

How old were you, 30 years old?

99

00:21:13,960 --> 00:21:15,920

I was 35 then.

100

00:21:17,599 --> 00:21:20,319

They told me there were many monasteries,

go somewhere else!

101

00:21:20,880 --> 00:21:29,240

But then the elder took me with him.

You‚Äôll stay here, a lot of work is waiting for you!

102

00:21:29,839 --> 00:21:36,839

God bless,

to finish what we‚Äôve started.

103

00:21:38,960 --> 00:21:42,599

May God give us the strength to endure,

104

00:21:42,720 --> 00:21:49,119

for many have started here

and ended up few.

105

00:24:07,160 --> 00:24:09,039

My companion betrayed me,

106

00:24:11,440 --> 00:24:14,480

a friend of mine,

I took him everywhere with me,

107

00:24:14,720 --> 00:24:18,359

business, I even

gave him money.

108

00:24:20,920 --> 00:24:24,759

It worked out for me,

that he knocked me down,

109

00:24:25,519 --> 00:24:31,599

we came to a situation, where I would have died

and others would have died with me,

110

00:24:31,759 --> 00:24:34,000

if I had made 

the wrong decision.

111

00:24:37,119 --> 00:24:40,119

I called upon God:

Lord, resolve this situation!

112

00:24:40,759 --> 00:24:43,039

If you exist,

help me resolve it!

113

00:25:35,799 --> 00:25:39,720

I started asking the Lord.

Let me live and I will change!

114

00:25:44,480 --> 00:25:48,640

I will lead a different life,

I won‚Äôt live selfishly anymore

115

00:25:49,240 --> 00:25:52,839

and for my interests,

gor my pride,

116

00:25:52,960 --> 00:25:56,319

I'll try

to live for you.

117

00:27:07,839 --> 00:27:13,920

I went for a complete checkup.

118

00:27:14,559 --> 00:27:19,119

All results were perfect.

I was shocked.

119

00:27:19,359 --> 00:27:23,680

I went two years ago as well,

they couldn't find anything wrong with me.

120

00:27:23,880 --> 00:27:27,319

Way back then, everything was wrong with me.

121

00:27:27,519 --> 00:27:34,359

Stomach ulcers, jaundice, heart valves

were bad, prostate, biliary congestion, kidneys.

122

00:27:34,680 --> 00:27:37,319

They've checked everything

Supposedly all is good.

123

00:27:37,599 --> 00:27:43,279

Father Nazarij, I think the coffin

you sleep in, gives you strength.

124

00:27:43,519 --> 00:27:47,240

And you think I will be pleased

to live longer?

125

00:27:47,440 --> 00:27:49,759

On the contrary, you made me angry.

126

00:27:50,039 --> 00:27:52,519

You have placed yourself into the coffin already

and coffin answered back, you're not mine.

127

00:27:53,559 --> 00:27:54,839

You're not mine.

128

00:28:22,160 --> 00:28:27,079

God gives you such assurance,

such inner belief.

129

00:28:27,400 --> 00:28:35,480

It's not a miraculous feeling that you will see the light,

that you will feel some warmth there.

130

00:28:35,960 --> 00:28:38,920

It's a mental feeling.

I believe I have been doing the right thing.

131

00:28:39,119 --> 00:28:43,960

That I'm at the right place,

that God gave me a sign, where I should be.

132

00:29:52,599 --> 00:29:54,920

Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy,

Lord have mercy.

133

00:29:55,279 --> 00:29:58,200

In the name of the Lord,

glorified Vladyka, bless on us:

134

00:29:58,759 --> 00:30:03,160

With prayers of the Holy Fathers,

Jesus Christ have a mercy on us.

135

00:30:03,440 --> 00:30:04,319

Amen

136

00:31:58,720 --> 00:32:08,480

- Christ is risen from the dead!

- He is risen from the dead!

137

00:34:21,960 --> 00:34:25,199

When I started to live here,

138

00:34:25,400 --> 00:34:28,360

the whole family and all the friends

turned away from me.

139

00:34:28,760 --> 00:34:31,719

Because they didn't want me

to be a believer.

140

00:34:32,360 --> 00:34:37,360

They wanted me to go back

to my rich life.

141

00:34:40,480 --> 00:34:43,960

Now the whole family keeps more or less

in contact with me, except my wife.

142

00:34:45,719 --> 00:34:48,039

My wife said

that God had taken her man away from her.

143

00:34:48,239 --> 00:34:53,079

I replied he had taken your dollars 

but not your man.

144

00:36:37,920 --> 00:36:39,639

- Nastenka?

- Yes.

145

00:36:40,239 --> 00:36:43,760

How is living there?

How is Andrej?

146

00:36:46,079 --> 00:36:48,199

- And who?

- Andrej, Andrej, what‚Äôs up with him?

147

00:36:50,119 --> 00:36:52,320

Everything is OK.

148

00:36:52,679 --> 00:36:54,079

I am glad.

149

00:36:54,719 --> 00:36:57,159

How are the others?

How are granddaughters?

150

00:36:59,320 --> 00:37:01,000

Fine.

151

00:37:01,599 --> 00:37:04,400

All healthy?

Nobody's ill?

152

00:37:05,000 --> 00:37:07,760

Good, everyone's healthy.

No sickness.

153

00:37:08,320 --> 00:37:09,599

Glory to God

glory to God.

154

00:37:16,440 --> 00:37:20,199

Daughter is a priest's wife.

Son-in-law is a priest. We have many grandchildren.

155

00:37:20,719 --> 00:37:24,920

They love me very much and listen to me.

156

00:37:25,320 --> 00:37:31,119

Always come for advice

when they need one.

157

00:40:32,840 --> 00:40:36,000

I mean

How's your father?

158

00:40:38,960 --> 00:40:40,400

Yes.

159

00:40:45,960 --> 00:40:47,960

Yes, yes, Grandma called.

160

00:40:48,199 --> 00:40:50,519

And Julia?

How is Julia?

161

00:40:55,719 --> 00:40:59,960

Oh boy, all night, yes?

Emergency at work.

162

00:41:10,840 --> 00:41:12,400

Of course.

163

00:41:12,679 --> 00:41:16,320

All right, Gods Glory.

And when do you come over?

164

00:41:17,400 --> 00:41:21,719

Julia was getting ready,

but it didn't work out.

165

00:41:36,800 --> 00:41:41,440

After my departure to the monastery,

about half a year later, the parents were deciding,

166

00:41:41,639 --> 00:41:44,599

if they blessed my decision

to enter here.

167

00:41:45,039 --> 00:41:48,920

Half a year they were pondering

and deciding.

168

00:41:49,119 --> 00:41:53,599

Then they finally agreed

that well, he had decided himself,

169

00:41:53,880 --> 00:41:56,519

he was 29 years old,anyway,

170

00:41:56,719 --> 00:42:01,360

and we would not make him go back home,

so he would stay where he was.

171

00:42:01,559 --> 00:42:05,760

So father and mom decided

that they would give me their blessings.

172

00:43:41,519 --> 00:43:49,440

Reading from the Holy Gospel of Matthew.

Glory to you God, glory to you.

173

00:43:49,840 --> 00:43:54,440

Jesus said to his disciples:

All things have been committed to me by my Father.

174

00:43:54,760 --> 00:43:59,280

No one knows the Son except the Father, 

and no one knows the Father except the Son

175

00:43:59,559 --> 00:44:02,719

and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

176

00:44:03,039 --> 00:44:07,679

Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, 

and I will give you rest.

177

00:44:08,119 --> 00:44:14,599

Take my yoke upon you and learn from me,

for I am gentle and humble in heart,

178

00:44:14,920 --> 00:44:18,039

and you will find rest for your souls.

179

00:44:18,320 --> 00:44:23,920

For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.

180

00:44:24,719 --> 00:44:28,800

Glory to you God, glory to you.

181

00:46:14,719 --> 00:46:18,280

Once grandpa with grandma,

daughter and her husband

182

00:46:18,480 --> 00:46:24,800

and their two little children

went to a confession.

183

00:46:25,119 --> 00:46:28,000

One child still

preschool age

184

00:46:28,159 --> 00:46:33,800

the second one, who already knew how to confess,

was about ten years old.

185

00:46:37,400 --> 00:46:41,119

Grandpa confessesed:

Granny doesn't understand me

186

00:46:41,360 --> 00:46:43,199

children don't listen to me.

187

00:46:46,039 --> 00:46:48,079

That is my problem.

188

00:46:48,280 --> 00:46:51,119

Granny confessesed:

Grandpa doesn't understand me

189

00:46:51,280 --> 00:46:54,239

children don't listen to me.

Those are my problems.

190

00:46:55,920 --> 00:46:59,960

Daughter confessesed:

My husband doesn't understand me

191

00:47:00,480 --> 00:47:04,119

Parents are ordering us around.

192

00:47:04,239 --> 00:47:06,000

- They're interfering into our lives.

- Yes.

193

00:47:07,480 --> 00:47:12,840

The husband confessesed:

My wife doesn't understand me

194

00:47:13,599 --> 00:47:18,039

Her parents control our lives

ordering us around.

195

00:47:19,440 --> 00:47:22,840

That is how confessed adults.

196

00:47:23,119 --> 00:47:25,480

When the child came,

I covered her and she began to confess.

197

00:47:25,639 --> 00:47:29,480

She told me:

Father, how sinful I am.

198

00:47:29,760 --> 00:47:34,880

I almost wept, Father Nazarij.

Lord give us love.

199

00:47:35,280 --> 00:47:39,840

A child of nine or ten years and her heart

is so light already, she feels the Lord in her heart.

200

00:47:40,360 --> 00:47:42,719

Feels the Lord in heart.

201

00:50:04,280 --> 00:50:05,880

Father Agapit?

202

00:50:06,440 --> 00:50:08,119

How does it look on the bell tower like?

203

00:50:08,239 --> 00:50:09,800

Did they deliver it all?

204

00:50:10,960 --> 00:50:13,079

Cement, sand, everything?

205

00:50:14,119 --> 00:50:15,199

Hydrated lime.

206

00:50:15,639 --> 00:50:17,000

Did they deliver everything?

207

00:50:17,719 --> 00:50:19,760

Is scaffolding all right?

208

00:50:21,000 --> 00:50:22,960

Very well.

209

00:50:57,599 --> 00:51:02,679

When found my faith and I started

building temples in the name of God

210

00:51:02,920 --> 00:51:08,000

I‚Äôve got offers 

for a lot of new business

211

00:51:08,360 --> 00:51:12,400

all kinds of business opportunities

from my former friends.

212

00:51:12,840 --> 00:51:16,239

Buildings and all sort of things.

213

00:51:16,639 --> 00:51:18,960

I understand

that it was the devils' temptation

214

00:51:19,320 --> 00:51:24,039

to get me back

into sinful life

215

00:51:24,159 --> 00:51:27,480

which I had got rid of

through the mercy of God.

216

00:52:52,360 --> 00:52:55,400

Have another look,

check the scratches on the polish.

217

00:52:55,880 --> 00:52:57,440

Father, look here!

218

00:52:58,119 --> 00:52:59,559

A little here.

219

00:56:37,199 --> 00:56:45,480

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name.

220

00:56:45,800 --> 00:56:50,159

Thy kingdom come.

221

00:57:43,199 --> 00:57:46,039

How do you handle the rules?

Do you read the scriptures?

222

00:57:46,840 --> 00:57:49,320

I try,

but not always succeed.

223

00:57:49,960 --> 00:57:52,239

Following the rules is important..

224

00:57:52,440 --> 00:57:58,519

When you start with the rules in the morning

all day will be great.

225

00:57:59,519 --> 00:58:02,639

When you slack off,

everything will be wasted.

226

00:58:03,599 --> 00:58:07,039

When you leave your body and soul

without training, it can collapse.

227

00:58:07,239 --> 00:58:10,239

You have to train not only the physical body,

but also your soul.

228

00:58:10,639 --> 00:58:14,199

As the grandfather said:

229

00:58:14,360 --> 00:58:17,760

Following the rules is important.

230

00:58:18,400 --> 00:58:21,639

It's hard at first,

later you get used to it.

231

00:58:22,159 --> 00:58:30,559

Vladyka also says,

that you have to start in the morning.

232

00:58:31,159 --> 00:58:40,480

Right, it's better to wake up early in the morning,

say your prayers and then everything will go easier.

233

00:58:41,119 --> 00:58:43,360

The Lord will help.

234

00:58:44,679 --> 00:58:50,320

It can be hard, but if you ease up, 

lose concentration, you are done.

235

00:59:01,039 --> 00:59:02,760

What kind of thoughts 

can hold me back?

236

00:59:03,079 --> 00:59:05,239

What am I doing here?

Why did I come here?

237

00:59:05,639 --> 00:59:08,440

You would be a great husband,

you might have a great wife.

238

00:59:08,800 --> 00:59:12,199

You would have beautiful children.

You'd become a good priest somewhere.

239

00:59:12,440 --> 00:59:16,280

Everyone would love you and respect you.

You would serve people well there.

240

00:59:16,639 --> 00:59:19,920

All these things come

into mind of a monk.

241

00:59:20,079 --> 00:59:23,599

A monk has to overcome such thoughts

and pray.

242

00:59:24,239 --> 00:59:26,280

Because conviction leads him

to who he wants to be.

243

00:59:26,960 --> 00:59:30,119

And we praise God 

and we follow him.

244

01:02:30,039 --> 01:02:33,119

One day a young rich man

approached Jesus.

245

01:02:33,480 --> 01:02:35,039

And asked him

how to become perfect.

246

01:02:36,320 --> 01:02:39,880

And Jesus replied:

Follow all the commandments

247

01:02:40,360 --> 01:02:43,559

and you‚Äôll enter

the kingdom of heaven.

248

01:02:44,320 --> 01:02:47,159

The young man said: All these commandments

I have followed since childhood.

249

01:02:47,360 --> 01:02:49,920

And Jesus answered:

So give away all your possessions and follow me.

250

01:02:50,119 --> 01:02:54,079

The young man hesitated and then left,

he could not follow the Lord.

251

01:02:54,400 --> 01:02:59,719

Wealth meant to him more

then becoming a perfect person.

252

01:08:17,680 --> 01:08:23,399

Father Gabriel

253

01:08:26,199 --> 01:08:31,960

Father Nazarij

254

01:08:34,560 --> 01:08:40,279

Father Vicilentius

